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Theme:  “Peacemaker”

Bible Memory Verse:  “Blessed are the peacemakers.  For they will  

                          be called sons of God.”     Matthew 5:9 (NIV)

 KidsLife parents,

This “Digging Deeper” devotional is for all kids ages 5 yrs – 5th grade and their families.  Please note the “growing at home” section.  This is where we provide a devotion day that is for families to do together.  So, if your child says, “We need to do this day together,” dig in with him or her and have fun!
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Big Idea from Sunday Morning’s Lesson This is our last week of “BE” attitudes, focusing on peacemaking.  Making peace isn’t just about “being nice”—often it involves hard work of giving things up we want, forgiving others, and resolving conflicts between friends.  Jesus calls us sons and daughters of God when we are peacemakers because God is a God of peace, Jesus is the Prince of Peace, and peace is a fruit of the Holy Spirit. (


Paul and Barnabas

Saul was a powerful man who hated Christians. He did everything he could to make sure Christians were punished for their faith in Jesus. But then, Saul had a powerful encounter with God and became a believer in Jesus. Saul wanted to join the other Christians in sharing God’s love, but they were afraid of him because he had hurt Christians. Soon he began to preach about Jesus in the synagogues saying, "Jesus is the Son of God!" All the people who heard him were amazed. They said, "This is the man who was in Jerusalem. He was trying to destroy those who trust in Jesus! He came here to do the same thing. 

Saul’s proof that Jesus is the Christ was so strong that the Jews in Damascus could not argue with him. Then, the Jews made plans to kill Saul. They were watching the city gates day and night. Saul learned about their plan. so, one night some followers of Saul helped him leave the city. They lowered him in a basket through an opening in the city wall.

Then Saul went to Jerusalem. He tried to join the group of followers, but they were all afraid of him. They did not believe that he was really a follower. But Barnabas accepted Saul and took him to the apostles. Barnabas told them that Saul had seen the Lord on the road. He explained how the Lord had spoken to Saul. Then he told them how boldly Saul had preached in the name of Jesus in Damascus. And so Saul stayed with the followers. He went everywhere in Jerusalem, preaching boldly in the name of Jesus. He would often talk and argue with the Jews who spoke Greek. But they were trying to kill him. When they learned about this, they took Saul to Caesarea. From there they sent him to Tarsus. The church everywhere in Judea, Galilee and Samaria had a time of peace. With the help of the Holy Spirit, the group became stronger. The believers showed that they respected the Lord by the way they lived. Because of this the group of believers grew larger and larger. (Acts 9:20-31 ICB)
	Living It

1) How did Barnabas show that he was a peacemaker?
2) Have you ever been a peacemaker? How?
3) How can you be a peacemaker and show others that you have a “BE” Attitude?


Fill in the Blank:  “God ___________ those people who make __________. They will be ________ his children!” (Matthew 5:9 CEV)
Live It Out Challenge: Being a peacemaker requires a lot of faith and trust in God. To be one we need to follow God and rely on him for strength. This week, think about how you can be a peacemaker everywhere you go! Write down how you were a peacemaker this week.


Reminders     --Take Digging Deeper to church  

                                with you on Sunday for points!

                             --Be ready to say your verse on  

                                Sunday for your group Leader!

                         
                               
See you Sunday!
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